Sruti

apauruseya “not of human origin”

Original Veda

Rg Yajur Sama Atharva

Sukla (“white”)
Krsna (“black”)
Samhita _
_ karma-kanda
Brahmana
Aranyaka upasana-kanda
Upanisad jhana-kanda
(most advanced)

over 200 (108 main)

Summaries:

Vedanta-stitra + commentaries
Bhagavad-gita (in Mahabharata)

Sabda-brahma
Smrti

what was heard, remembered

Vedanga and further explained by sages
(supplementary tools for studying Vedas)
siksa, chanda, jyotisa (astrology),
vyakarana, nirukta, kalpa

Upaveda

(practical application of the Vedas)
dhanurveda, ayurveda, gandharvaveda,
sthapatyaveda

Stitra
(guidelines for worship)
Srauta, grhya, dharma, kalpa

summary meaning
in stories

18 Maha-puranas

Bhagavata Purana
(Srimad-Bhagavatam)
+ commentaries from

4 sampradayas

18 Upa-puranas

Itihasas

Mahabharata
Ramayana



